
 

Types of questions you can ask for reading 
comprehension activities 
Ask learners to identify 
or find... 

For example 

An object What is in the picture? What should be added to the cookie mixture to make it taste better? What 
is most likely to be included in a teaching portfolio? Which add is offering a discount? 

A person or people including 
groups or organisations 

What group is Peter from? Who is selling the car? This article is for people who…? Who would 
find this most useful? Who is this notice for? What is the name of this company? 

A  time When was the product made? How long should you store the ingredients? What time does the 
train leave the station on Saturday? 

A unit of measurement, 
quantity or other number 

What is the maximum amount of caffeine allowed in a sports drink? Which number should Tane 
call? How many kilograms of sugar are required? 

A suggestion, 
recommendation, or advice 

What tip is given to remove chewing gum? What advice does the women give to her colleagues? 
How do you write better 

An action How can you get better results with your baking? What can you do to improve the manufacturing 
process? 

A location or place Where should you store the documents? Which exit should you use if there is an emergency? 
Where is the final destination for the goods? 

The meaning of a word, 
sentence, or paragraph 

What does “location” mean? Which word means “collects”? What does “decline” mean? What 
does the word “award” mean? 

 



 

If something is true or correct Is this true or false? The list is organised from general to specific. According to what you just 
read, intelligence and test taking ability are the same thing… is that correct? 

A reason or cause What reason is given for the decline in production? What causes the food to break down? Why is 
Martin proud? At the end of the article, why does the writer say…?  

A solution to a problem Which of these will solve the problem Damon is having? Which action below will cause the 
modem to restart? 

The correct second half of a 
statement 

Choose the correct way to finish the sentence: Peter Smith is mentioned in this memo because 
he… Raw and cooked meat have to be separated because… It is implied in the text that… 

A summary or the gist of the 
text 

What is this article about? What does the text say about women in the armed forces? What is this 
notice about? One of these is a correct summary of the text. 

A step or steps in a process, What must you do first? To get recognition of prior learning you need to… Which of the following 
is not one of the steps described in the article? 

Typography or formatting Why is bold print used? What does the first part of the title do? What does the heading refer to? 
Which of these captions best matches the picture in the article? 

Punctuation  Why are these words in quotation marks? Why is there capital letter for…? Which sentence in the 
text uses the comma incorrectly? 

The purpose of a text The purpose of this memo is to… The purpose of this piece of writing is to… What is the main 
purpose of this notice? 

A partiicular situation or state This text is for people who… When would you need to refer to this text? When would you refer to 
this text? 

A description How do you think the writer of this article would describe workers? How would you describe the 
writer of this article? 

 

 


